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were a natural or a violent one. So now the Algon-
quains were satisfied; but the Hurons began to ex-
cuse themselves on account of the [329] small num-
ber of their men, who could not carry so many French-
men; also on account of their small Canoes and the
presence of sickness among them. In a word, they
would have been very willing to take on board some
Frenchmen who were well armed; but they did not
want these long robes, who carried no guns. Mon-
sieur du Plessis became urgent, pressing our cause
with all the power he had; they find a place for a
few. A certain Savage, addressing the Father, said,
‘“ Arrange for me to trade my tobacco for porcelain;
and, my Canoe being unloaded, I will take one
Frenchman.” The Father had none of this; but,
when Monsieur du Plessis and Monsieur de 1'Espi-
nay® heard of it, they bought his tobacco, and this
made a place for six persons. When they came to
embark, the Savages, who were, in fact, sick, said
they could not carry more than three,— two young
Frenchmen, and one Father. The Fathers promised
that they would paddle; they made presents, and Mon-
sieur du Plessis made some also and urged them as
strongly as he could; they would not receive any
more.

Father Brebceuf has recourse to God; [330] this is
the way he speaks of it in his letter: ‘‘ Never did I
see an embarkation about which there was so much
quibbling and opposition, through the tactics, as I be-
lieve, of the common enemy of man’s salvation. It
was by a Providential chance that we were taken, and
through the power of the Glorious saint Joseph, to
whom God inspired me to offer, in my despair of all
things, the promise of 20 masses in his honor. Af-



